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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you, Mr. Haraszti, for your dedication and hard work.  
 
We wish that your report could have been filled with heartening news about the winds of 
media freedom blowing ever more strongly throughout the OSCE community. Regrettably, 
no such happy narrative can be written. Let’s face the facts: In too many OSCE countries, 
independent voices are being silenced, broadcast media are restricted, journalists are being 
persecuted through trumped up charges or alleged “defamation” proceedings against them, 
and print media are being made subservient to governments. 
 
Free media are critical for citizens to build democracy. The career of the late Russian 
journalist Anna Politkovskaya is proof of the power that an independent voice can have in 
bearing witness to events and challenging state authority. You have rightly paid tribute to the 
courageous example of her life and work. Too many independent journalists like her have 
paid with their lives for exercising their rights. 
 
The expression of commitment to find the killer or killers expressed by the Russian 
Federation today is welcome, but frankly what would be expected of any democracy. 
 
So, it is with great concern that we listen to the report of the Representative on Freedom of 
the Media. In seeking to be even-handed, he has given us a mosaic of offenses large and 
small, both in countries where fundamental media freedoms are well established and under no 
serious challenge, and in several countries where free media are indeed under challenge. 
 
We admire your tireless efforts to provide moral support to journalists who struggle to 
exercise the freedoms guaranteed to them. We commend the work of your office in 
promoting best practices, model legislation, professional journalistic standards, and 
development of independent media. In particular, we would urge you to continue on these 
two tracks: 
 
1) Continue to use the moral authority of your office to sustain and support the courage and 
independence of journalists, and; 
 
2) Continue to seek constructive engagement with authorities in member states where free 
and independent media are not yet secure and flourishing. 
 
Mr. Chairman, the reasoning behind support for freedom of the media is compelling. Security 
and peace depend on trust among states. Transparency builds trust. Free media sustain 
transparency in the actions and intentions of governments. Freedom of the media is a critical 
aspect of the fundamental human right of freedom of speech. 
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It is the recognition of this fundamental truth that underlies the existence and work of the 
Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media. We applaud you for your good work. 
We continue to support you in any possible way we can. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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